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Hola W/NP Family, 

Please allow me to introduce myself as your new President of W/NP.    My name is Mike McCord and I have 
been a member of Wisconsin Nicaragua Partners for approximately 7 years.  I was recruited by W/NP as a 
member of the CornerStone Project.  My wife Kathy and I reside in Clintonville, WI where we both are  
employed, she as a teacher of Head Start children and I as the Director of Public Works for our city.  We have 
two wonderful adult daughters who live in beautiful Wisconsin where we enjoy the many opportunities life has 
to offer. 

As your president, elected in November 2007 for a two year term, I am honored to hold the position which has 
been so well served by my predecessors, Marty Havlovic and Lucy Harvey who were great mentors.   Lucy’s 
energy, creativity and ability to head this organization never surprised me but did often amaze me.   Combined 
with Marty’s wit and development skills, W/NP is on the threshold of even greater progress.   With thanks to 
my mentors and the support of all members, I will endeavor to represent Partners with the same enthusiasm and 
leadership. 

To all of our loyal members, we are grateful for your unconditional support.  On behalf of Wisconsin Nicaragua 
Partners, I would like to thank each of you who so generously donated your time, expertise, supplies and money 
to W/NP for the past year.  Because of the huge network of volunteer efforts, W/NP has a solid reputation in 
both Wisconsin and  Nicaragua,  we have well-organized offices and competent staff both here in Wisconsin 
and Nicaragua, we brought in more than $1.5 M of in-kind and donated materials and volunteer support for 
2007 and we look forward to an exciting year in 2008.  I am proud to represent you and lead W/NP for the next 
two years.                  
       With gratitude,  
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AGRICULTURE/ 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

HEALTH 

WOMEN & FAMILIES 

HUMANITARIAN  
ASSISTANCE 

YOUTH 

CULTURAL  
DIVERSITY 

Farmer to Farmer 
Quality Milk Production 
Cheese Making Exchanges 
Poultry Project 
Small Kitchen Gardens 
Honey Production/Bee Keeping 
Forest Fire Prevention 
Well Drilling & Potable Water 

Travel Tours 
Fiesta Nicaragua 
Arts & Crafts Sales 
Cultural Festivals 
Coffee Sales 
Photo Exhibits 
Partner City Activity 

Maternal & Child Health 
Eye Glass Missions 
Vitamin A 
Sunglasses Project 
Stove Pipe Project 
Community Water Projects 
Student Medical Travel 
Professional Medical Exchanges 
Child Milk Project 
Neonatal Resuscitation 

Learning Centers 
Chica Nica Doll Dresses 
Vocational Training 
Community Education 
Lending Libraries 
Workshop Tours 
Shawls of Love 
VOICE 
Micro-lending Project 

Scholarships 
Youth Projects 
Junior Partnerships 
Backpack Project 
Sports Initiative 
4-H Exchange Program 
Youth Ambassadors 

Fire Fighters United 
Fire Truck Shipments 
Disaster Relief 
    Hurricane Felix 
Shipping  

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

 
W/NP is a bilateral partnership that promotes multicultural  

understanding, cultivates lasting friendships, sponsors  
community based training programs, provides people-to-people  

activities and maintains a non-partisan stance. 
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CULTURAL DIVERSITY 
 
Fostering cross-cultural understanding is a principle goal of W/NP.  As a charter member (1965) of  Partners 
of the Americas, Inc. (POA)  our primary focus is promoting international goodwill and understanding.   
Harnessing of volunteer power and serving as a bridge for technical and cultural exchange is one of the 
unique characteristics of W/NP.    The people-to-people concept promotes sustainability as each side of the 
partnership must take responsibility, respect their counterpart and understand the task to be done in order to 
accomplish their goals.  Through these efforts, people from both cultures build a better world for their  
children and future generations.   

Travel:  Sixty- nine people traveled under the Partnership umbrella during 2007 with 
the majority supporting self-funded travel.  Wisconsin travelers found a rich culture and 
friendly people in their treks through Nicaragua.  Since their return, many have vowed to 
travel to Nicaragua in the near future and to share the experience with others.   Similarly, 
our Nicaraguan guests have vowed to tell their families, friends and neighbors about the 
special character of the people from Wisconsin, and the love expressed by people in the 
United States, especially those in Wisconsin.  

Comment by a W/NP Tour participant 
I’ve avoided “tours’ most of my life but this was an exception… it 
sounded like a once in a lifetime experience.  This trip, however, 

was above my expectations, way above.   Yes the country of  
Nicaragua is totally amazing but it was the people that really 

touched me.   

 

A “gringa”and a “Nica” 
baking cookies in an 
outdoor bake oven 

Students from the Ciudad Dario 
School for the Deaf perform a 

dance routine for the Health Tour. 

Loading our tour bus with a  
new sewing machine to be  

delivered during the  
Learning Center Trek 
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Sports Initiative 
The people in Wisconsin and Nicaragua are teaming up to share ideas as we develop networks linking 
youth sports.  This past year, two YMCA staffers presented four youth sports development workshops in 
the cities of Tipitapa, Ciudad Dario, Esteli & Jinotepe.  Professional baseball player Sandy Moreno shared 
his baseball expertise and experiences at the workshops.   The 2007 Youth Ambassadors helped coordinate 
and translate during the workshops.  Participants of all ages shared experiences both in the classroom and 
on the baseball field.   

Youth Ambassadors 
Fifteen Nicaraguan youth ambassadors  between the ages of 14 and 
18 were selected from 100 applicants across Nicaragua to visit the 
United States.  This program is funded by a grant from the U.S. 
State Department and is administered by the  Partners of the 
Americas.  They attended cultural activities in  Washington D.C., 
lived with Wisconsin families and participated in high school  
activities in Stevens Point, Wausau, Appleton, Milwaukee and 
Edgerton.  The youths attended classes with the children in their 
host families.   This was a unique experience for the students, 
many of whom had never traveled outside their hometown.    
Requirements for participants were that they come from  
disadvantaged  backgrounds, are in good academic standing and 
can speak and write English.    

YOUTH 

Junior Partnerships 
The multiplier effect has came into existence once again, through the Youth Ambassador program.   
Young people from across the state are beginning to form Junior Partnerships with plans in the works  
for travel to Nicaragua.   With the use of electronic messaging, students from Wisconsin and Nicaragua 
are remaining in contact and adding a new dimension to our 43 year Partnership.   Keep up the good 
work!! 

Involvement in youth sports 
significantly impacts a 
child’s development.  

No matter where 
you are in the 
world, parents 

share a common 
desire to improve 
opportunities for 

their children.   
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LEARNING CENTERS 

Collaboration and support by the Wisconsin Assoc. for Home and Community Education, UW-Extension, 
Altrusa, the Racine Dominicans,  and the American Association of University Women have provided  
invaluable support for the W/NP Women and Family activities. 

Microlending -Opening Doors with Opportunities 

 

Business Training Program 

WOMEN AND FAMILIES 

With a shared vision, volunteers from Wisconsin and Nicaragua have developed and coordinate a network 
of 96 Learning Centers (LC).  The LCs  grew out of what was formerly known as the highly popular W/NP 
Sewing Center network.   The first sewing centers were established in 1982, and eventually transitioned into 
LCs as changes in technology, life-style and the role of women and men brought about needs for new     
program initiatives.   

The Learning Centers are located primarily in rural areas where access to education and opportunity is   
limited.  The typical participant is one who is concerned with issues which affect home and families in their 
respective communities.  The project goal is to provide opportunities for participants to acquire vocational 
skills that allow them to remain in their communities, rather than migrate to the urban area to work in sweat 
shops or as maids.   This is being done in the belief that having “mom in the home” is critical to the security 
and training of young children, especially young girls.  

Today, each LC is autonomous, organized and managed by the 
women of their respective communities.  Class subjects are in  
response to requests from the respective community.  All classes 
are designed to include skill building, self sufficiency, and  
dignity with a focus on employment to rural women.  The  
program is focused on care about families and communities,  
encourages members to assume leadership responsibilities and 
strives for international understanding and friendship.  Today’s 
training still includes the traditional sewing skills while adding 
classes in small business management, computer training,  
cosmetology, bakery and cake decorating and a myriad of classes 
as determined by  needs of the respective Learning Center. 

Computer Training  

Once the skills and training are at a level whereby a woman is 
equipped to develop her own small business.  She has access to 
a micro-lending program providing opportunities for acquisition 
of equipment and supplies, that will allow her to develop her 
chosen business and to work within her home.  This program is 
supported collaboratively with Wisconsin and Nicaraguan  
Rotary Clubs and the Orchard Ridge United Church of Christ, 
Madison.  
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VOICE 
A new program, VOICE (Validating Our Initiatives and Creating 
Equality) was begun in the fall of 2007 as a result of requests for 
more leadership training by the women of the Learning Centers.  
Following stiff eligibility criteria, thirty one Nicaraguan women 
were selected to begin this exciting new one year Leadership  
Training Program.  The goal of the VOICE project is to empower 
economically disadvantaged women in Nicaragua and to help them 
develop leadership skills, initiative, and to gain self-sufficiency.   
Working on the premise that as women gain self-esteem and new 
leadership skills, they will learn to stand up for their beliefs and 
their rights.  Through leadership, women gain “voice.”  

Using a workshop style of facilitation, skilled professionals from both countries take the lead in activities de-
signed for leadership development and self expression.  Workshops are held bi-monthly with the participants 
eventually holding workshops in their respective communities as well as  neighboring communities.   This  
project is funded by grants and in-kind support from the Racine Dominican Mission Fund, Partners of the   
Americas, UWEX and private donations.   

Currently there are 30 women who have 
produced almost 3,000 dresses, each 
fashioned perfectly to fit an 18” doll.  
The dresses must follow a design  
approved by the Chica Nica Committee, 

made up of  W/NP and CN/W members.  This project enforces 
strict quality control.  The dresses are marketed in a variety of 
ways, including on the W/NP website.  The project has made a 
dramatic impact beyond allowing the women to stay in their 
homes and to earn family income.  Examples are remodeling their 
homes, installing new kitchens, one woman says she now has 
food every day for her children.  Many little girls in Wisconsin 
are proud owners of these very special dresses. 

WOMEN AND FAMILIES 

Handcrafters continue to exchange 
beautiful shawls as a symbol of 
caring and sharing.  The project 
started in Wisconsin and now in-
cludes our Nicaraguan sisters who 
have picked up the idea resulting in 
a meaningful exchange as well as 
serving as fund raisers. 

Shawls of Love  

CHICA NICA 
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MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH 
The Project “Families United for Health” known as FamiSalud, 
funded by USAID/NicaSalud its being implemented in Jinotega, 
Yalí, San Rafael and La Concordia.  The main focus of the project 
is Preventive Health  working toward reducing maternal death and 
prevention of diseases and death in children under five years old 
caused mainly by  pneumonia and diarrhea.    Information is  
presented to groups of men and women of fertile age on prevention 
of sexually transmitted diseases including HIV/AIDS. 

HEALTH 

SODIS  (Purificación del agua a través de la energia solar) 
Johana  Rivas, W/NP Health Coordinator has introduced the SODIS 
method of water treatment that eliminates the germs that produce illnesses 
transmitted by water.  This method offers an opportunity to families who 
don't have access to safe water since it is a perfect method for disinfecting 
small quantities of water used for human consumption. 

The SODIS technology begins with the necessity of reducing the cases of 
diarrhea and ends with providing a simple and inexpensive water  
disinfection method to the population.  Since it is a process that totally 
depends on  solar energy and clear plastic bottles of 1 and 2 liters it is a 
good alternative for water treatment for families at home.   With this  
technology it is intended to promote three changes of behaviour in the 
population:  hand washing, proper disposal of feces, and use of safe water 
to decrease the diarrhea. 

In each one of the schools, students 
from third to six grades are trained 

so they can implement SODIS in 
their schools and homes. 

Acute and chronic diarrhea have been some of 
the main causes of morbidity and mortality in 

the world, mostly in children under 5 years old. 
This age group represents one of the most  

vulnerable population sectors in developing 
countries such as Nicaragua.    

Children 
under 2 yrs 

Children   
2 -5 yrs  

Women in 
Fertile age  

Pregnant 
women 

Men  
15 - 49 yrs  Families Indirect 

Beneficiaries 
1,357 1,689 5,229 726 2,366 3,426 21,781 

Johana and her team training  
community volunteers 
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VITAMIN A  
Thanks to an excellent collaboration with the Wisconsin Lions, this 
project begun in 1997 has provided  7,833,100 Vitamin A capsules to 
the Nicaraguan Ministry of Health with a total value of $185,178.   
Because of the diligent work of Bill Davidson Past District Governor of 
Dist #27 E2  & C2,  the Lions clubs throughout Wisconsin have con-
tributed  to this much needed project that assists in reducing infant  
mortality prevention.     

Vit. A visit by mom and child 

NEONATAL RESUSCITATION PROGRAM  
The Neonatal Resuscitation Program (NRP), brought to W/NP by Dr. Joanne Selkurt, is a “train the trainer” 
program that teaches basic life saving skills that can be applied after the birth of any infant.  NRP is  

collaborating with the MINSA, NicaSalud, the Nicaraguan Pediatric  
Society, and the WI Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
This project trains a pediatrician plus a nurse from each of the 17 district 
main hospitals.  Then with MINSA’s help, training takes place at the 
health centers in the smaller cities.  From there the training goes to the 
health posts in the bigger villages and eventually to the midwives in the 
small villages. 

NRP is an accredited program that all providers of care in US delivery 
rooms are urged to have.  The neonatal  (up to 28 days) mortality rate in 
Nicaragua is 17 per 1000 live births the rate in the youngest (<7days) is 

90per 1000 live births  and the infant (up to 1 year old) is 21.   The plan is structured similar to the programs  
previously undertaken by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) who had received funding principally 
from a pharmaceutical company.  In Latin America, the AAP has been into El Salvador and Haiti, but fund-
ing ran out before they were given the go ahead from the Pan American Organization to go into Nicaragua. 

HEALTH 

Eyeglass Missions    
Good vision is a health benefit 
often taken for granted in the 
developed world, but for those in 
need with no means for  
correction, this deficiency is 
critically necessary.   Each year, 
an Eyeglass Mission of 16-20 
people travel to Nicaragua.  In 

2007 they were in Ticuentepe where they worked with several 
thousand people.  Eyeglass mission volunteers report that the 
most difficult part of this rewarding experience is that at days 
end, scores of people are still waiting , hoping for assistance.   
W/NP thanks the Rosholt Lion’s Camp for their generous  
donation of thousands of eyeglasses.   

Waiting for eyeglasses 

2007 Ticuentepe EyeGlass Mission  
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AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES 

QUALITY MILK & CHEESE PRODUCTION 
This is an excellent example of a project that has continued in spite of  
loss of federal funding.  Volunteers from Wisconsin and Nicaragua 
continue training in processing quality milk and cheese.  Trainers from 
UWEX and CONAGON, a dairy cooperative work collaboratively 
with UNA, the National Agricultural University to provide training in 
approved milk cooling and storing methods.  And a bonus, we have 
found a home for those small bulk milk cooling tanks that are no 
longer used in Wisconsin, but desperately needed by rural Nicaraguan 
farmers.       

Martha Justina González , Jinotega and Howard 
Suárez , Camoapa traveled to the Fox River valley 
area to observe the cheese making process at the  
Union Star Cheese Factory, a small family owned 
business as well as at large automated factories.   
Information was shared about new technologies in 
cheese making, including combining cheeses with 
special ingredients like herbs, vegetables, bacon and 
nuts and  the use of whey as a by product.  As with 
all Partnership exchanges they did some “Experience 
Wisconsin” traveling absorbing the culture of the area as well as exploring 
Madison.  

KITCHEN GARDENING 
Young people are joining in the gardening efforts in Wisconsin that provides 
resources for families in Nicaragua.   Arlen Albrecht, UWEX staff recruited 
students from the Medford Alternative High School  to sort and label garden 
seeds being sent to Nicaragua.   The square meter gardening concept  
continues to grow as members of the Learning Centers are trained in  
composting, irrigation and nutrition.   

 

Results!!! 
This photo was sent to WI 
as an example of the fruits 

of one of the gardens 

Wisconsin high school student 
sorting donated seeds from 

Olds Seeds. 

Results!!  
A Nicaraguan family working in 

their prolific garden. 
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POULTRY 
A Wisconsinite who purchases a flock of chickens as a meaningful birthday gift in the name of a friend 
or family member means that life for a family in Nicaragua will be 
greatly improved.   The “Flocks of Love” project brings results that 
include improving the nutrition in the home, bringing money into 
the family and within a year another flock for another family.    
Wisconsin volunteers continue to donate money to purchase small 
flocks of chickens that are given to families who have been working 
within our Learning Center network.   Basic poultry training is  
provided within the LC.    The receiving family is charged with 
passing on that gift within a year, as they give another family a start 
in poultry raising.     

AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES 

Gathering eggs from the flock of  
the Arana Family 

SCHOOL MILK PROJECT (SMP) 

COMPOSTING & IRRIGATION 
If you want to see beautiful rich homemade compost and 
lovely vegetables, visit the farm of Mayra Mendoza in the 
remote Comarca of Buenas Aires.  It is a bit of a trip leaving 
the main road, eventually going through a river and traveling 
through the large sugar cane fields to reach her home.  The 
area around Buenas Aires  is subject to hot dry winds,  
making food production difficult.  Through the LC training 
by UWEX staff from WI, the Mendoza family has overcome 
these problems by using soil enrichment techniques and 
proper irrigation methods.   And, a big thanks to a group of 
people in Medford, WI, who gathered funds to purchase an  
irrigation pump and needed piping.  Mayra and her family 
have taken these gifts as well as knowledge and hard work 
and developed an excellent small family business that  
provides high quality vegetables for sale.    

Mayra and her family hauling their irrigation 
pipes to use in her very successful  

gardening project.   

Several summers ago, students from the Medical College of Wisconsin (MCW) spent time in Juigalpa, 
assessing child health conditions.   They quickly realized that the majority of children had no access to 
milk in their diet.   A project started then, continues as medical students from MCW contract with a 
local farmer in Juigalpa who daily delivers milk to the school.   SMP pays a double dividend;  the kids 
have milk in their diet and the farmer receives income.   W/NP wires SMP funds and thanks to our  
Managua office staff, assuring accountability of all funds sent.    
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Our Partner country, Nicaragua is listed as the poorest Latin American country and the second poorest  
country in the western hemisphere (UNESCO Institute for Statistics).  Over 13 percent of Nicaraguans  have 
never had any schooling.  Forty-five percent of children drop out of school before the fifth grade. Volunteers 
in both Wisconsin and Nicaragua realized the seriousness of this situation and began activities that provide 
incentives for keeping children in school  - be it at college, high school or primary school levels . 

BACKPACKS 
Can’t afford a scholarship?   How about packing a backpack.  Anyone can be involved and make impact 
by sharing their efforts and resources with a child in Nicaragua.    Pack a backpack filled with school 
supplies and a small toy and W/NP will send them on to children in Nicaragua.  Our thanks to all 
who helped send the many hundreds of filled backpacks as well as the many school supplies to Nicara-
gua in the past year.      

SCHOLARSHIPS: 
W/NP donors are sponsoring students to attend secondary school and universities   This includes  
Partner City (PC) activities as well as individual donors.   Most scholarships are the result of personal  
experiences between the donor and the recipient.   The Fort Atkinson/Puerto Cabezas PC began a secondary 
school scholarship program on the Atlantic Coast.  The Appleton/Chinandega PC is in its 5th year of their 
scholarship program in the community of Las Lagunas.    In 2007, they funded 25 secondary school  
scholarships, a student in nursing school and another in Ag school and had five young women enrolled in 
the INATEC classes in Boaco.  Several college scholarship recipients, funded by individual donors are in 
their final year at their respective universities.   We ask that all becados (scholarship recipients)  do a  
community service activity requirement as part of their scholarship program. 

“My (high School) graduation was last December 3.  I 
was thinking of you and wishing you were here to share 
in my happiness.  I thank you for supporting me during 

my studies in secondary school.  Now I am one more 
graduate in Nicaragua.”  José Luis Amador Sánchez 

LITERACY 

“Without your help I would not be able to 
better myself.  My economic situation has not 

been easy because I have not had parental 
support.  My mother left me with my     

grandmother when I was small.  Now I am 
taking advantage of the secondary              

opportunity and the monthly (financial) help     
to study.”   Ana Yolexis Rizo 
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LITERACY 

LENDING LIBRARIES 
The lending library project began when W/NP collaborated with Peace Corp receiving 6,000 books from the 
Saber Foundation.  From this important donation, the project has multiplied into six lending libraries and 
more on the way for 2008.  Many people are not aware that it is not a common practice to take a book from 
any library in Central America.   The W/NP Lending Libraries began in response to requests from Nicaraguan 
parents asking for help to meet the challenges of providing literacy opportunities for their children   Our 
thanks to Jane Mirandette and the San Juan del Sur Biblioteca Móvil for sharing their successful model. 

 

Literacy skills and Lending Libraries… 
                  What do they have in common? 
 

• Literacy research shows the importance of introducing 
and exposing reading materials to children at a young 
age 

 
• Access to reading materials is an enormous challenge 

for many children in Nicaragua 

How can you help children with a Lending Library in Nicaragua ? 
• Collect books in Spanish to start a Lending Library 
• Fundraise at your school, community, church or individually to 

purchase books  for the children of Nicaragua   
• Don’t know where to get books?  Contact our office.  We  have 

sources. 

To those who doubt that it can 
work, we have had a 100%  

return rate and many,  many  
requests from all ages for more 

books.   

Rosa’s library  
celebrating their first 

anniversary and where 
now, more than 150  

children gather every  
Saturday 
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SHIPPING 

 Our Wisconsin warehouse facilitates 
the gathering, storage and shipment 
preparation of hospital beds and 
health care equipment; sewing  
machines and supplies; student and 
teacher desks, school supplies, back-
packs, bicycles and sports equipment; 
emergency vehicles, wheelchairs, and 
Learning Center training equipment.   
It takes a lot of volunteers to prepare 
these donations for the containers.   

 

.   

With approximately 70 percent of Nicaraguans living in extreme poverty (less than US$2/day) and  
unemployment hovering around 60-75% much of W/NPs program activity focuses on education and  
leadership training;  providing skill building opportunities to improve vocational skills,  community  
focused leadership training for firefighters, or when a natural disaster, much needed humanitarian  
assistance.   W/NP’s policy is that we do not ship clothing, rather we ship sewing machines and supplies to 
teach how to make clothing.   Our shipping program provides the needed resources to keep all the projects 
active and credible.     

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 

Our warehouse in Stevens 
Point, WI  

The W/NP Shipping program is a very vital part of the organization 
with a history that dates back to the 1980s.   Our shipping policy is 
updated periodically as situations and technologies change.    In the 
year 2007, W/NP shipped in excess of 79 tons of donated supplies 
and equipment valued at more than $611,000 in five sea vans.    
Three emergency vehicles and a Jaws of Life were sent via US Air 
Force Reserve flights.  Each of these activities affects scores of  
people both in Wisconsin and Nicaragua, and produce mutually 
positive impacts.  We are grateful to all the staff of the Denton  
Program and the Funded Transportation Program  who assist non 
profits in transporting goods to their final destination. 

We send in 
the cold of 
Wisconsin 
and they 
receive in 
the heat of 
Managua. 

Materials packed and ready to go 

Our volunteers donate thousands of 
hours of hard labor, working in an 
unheated warehouse. 

Our warehouse in Managua 
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 FIRE FIGHTERS UNITED 

HURRICANE FELIX RELIEF 
A very special thank you goes out to W/NP member Bob Groh. Within 
days after Felix destroyed many of the cities and villages along the    
Eastern coast of Nicaragua, Bob volunteered to travel to Managua where 
with the funds donated by Wisconsinites, he purchased vitally needed 
supplies such as food, cooking oil, building materials, tools, 
and seeds to replace crops and gardens that were destroyed 
by the hurricane and torrential rains.   Bob then faced the 
monumental task of transporting these materials through the 
flood ravaged areas to grateful people who when expressing 
their thanks said they knew “Wisconsin.” and  that the   
Wisconsinites would not forget them. 

A unique project called “Firefighters United” has brought together Wisconsin and Nicaraguan firefighters.    
W/NP began to ship fire trucks and ambulances to Nicaragua in the year 2000, and soon firefighters in both 
countries began to join in the activities.  An average of three or more emergency vehicles are shipped each 
year, along with Jaws of Life, firefighters coats, boots, helmets, air packs, hoses and other necessary  
equipment.   Along with the gathering and shipping of supplies, the project has taken another step bringing  
together emergency responders, fire fighters and EMT’s who now collaborate and work on sharing training 
skills and techniques.   As of this date, twelve fire trucks and eleven ambulances with a value of more than 
US$1M have been shipped with three fire trucks waiting to be shipped. 

 

It is worth a price of an airline ticket to 
Nicaragua just to see an ambulance or 
fire truck unloading off a big beautiful 
C130 airplane.  Our thanks to the Air 

Force Reserve for all their help. 

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
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W/NP is deeply grateful to our many benefactors who support this organization’s work.  We wish we could share all 
the expressions of appreciation we have received from our Nicaraguan friends.  We are very much aware of the thou-
sands of people who have donated material goods this past year.   Many of you are unnamed heroes and heroines 
whose names we will never know or whom we will never meet.   Thank you for your assistance and generosity   To 
those who provided financial support please accept our appreciation and know that we recognize you as our Partners.   
We tried our best to include each of you in this report; if your name is not mentioned, please let us know.   

Brewster, Kevin 
Britzius, Wade 
Broiher, Lillian 
Brooks Family Trust 
Brown, John 
Brown, John & Moira Urich 
Brown, Sharon 
Brownlow, Charles & Sheryl 
Bruner, Angie 
Brush, Robert & Eleanor 
Bue, Rene 
Bulavitsky, Vasil 
Burger, Lois 
Burki, Brent & Kay 
Burress, Maxine 
Butler, James &  Cathy Eckberg  
Cable, William 
Campbell, Scott & Kelly 
Canton, Tai 
Carbiener, Michelle 
Caycho, Melissa 
Clausen, Matthew 
Coble, Danie 
Cochran, Timothy & Caroll 
Coffey, Jean 
Coffman, Kari & Carl 
Congdon, Rick & Linda 
Cook, James & Carol 
Cooper, Paul & Audrey 
Corgiat, Barbara 
Costello, Kevin & C. Renee 
Courtney, Kathleen & Thomas 
Cowles, Christina 
Cox, Otto & Carolyn 
Crawford, David & Arvalea 
Crist, Cathy 
Danczyk, Tony & Lorraine 
Danczyk, Ruth & Dennis 
Darling, Raymon 
Davidson, Bill 
Davies, Wynn & Loree 
Day, Lorraine 
Delegan, Mike 
DeNucci, John & Sara 
Derksen, J. Eric 
Derksen, Todd  
Devries Smith, Katherine 
Doll, Jerry 
Doornink, James & Marilyn 
Dougherty, Denis & Terri 
Douglas, Annette 

Dovorany, J.T. & R.E. 
Dowsett, Cara 
Drozdowica,Haley 
DuFresne, Matthew & Mayra 
Dunigan, Robert 
Dunlap, Roy & Jane 
Durkin, Edward 
Dutcher, Maloa 
Dutta, Pradyumna & Jodi 
Dyer, John 
Dykstra, Jay & Susan 
Dzimiela, Charlotte 
Eagon, Berdette 
Eckrose, Tere Canton 
Edge, Ellen 
Emmenegger, Edith 
Emmenegger, Rita 
England, Douglas 
Erickson, John 
Ermer, Susan 
Etheridge, Catherine 
Evert, James 
Fairbank, Christina 
Fang, Marcus &Constance 
Farguheson, Ivy 
Fazendin, Amy 
Feichter, Jacob 
Feichter, Kay 
Feldman, Richard & Lois 
Felton, Rickey & Jane Rouman 
Fimreite, Olin 
Fletcher, William & Judith 
Ford, Stevens & Annette 
Fortuna, Amber 
Galindo-Doucette, Evelyn 
Gallagher, Mary Lu 
Gallagher, Patrick & Nancy 
Gamroth, Charlotte 
Garcia, Fredrick & Lourdes 
Gennrich, James 
Gerend, Jane 
Germonprez, Judy 
Gill, Gary 
Gillis, Anna 
Gillis, Gregory 
Glauser, Therese 
Glenzer, Karoleen 
Goldberg, Ian 
Golladay, Melissa 
Gottschalk, Maureen 
Green, Karen 

Greub, Louis 
Grinsel, Kathy 
Groh, Robert & Janet 
Groos, Fred & Jeanne 
Grube, Lynn 
Guyette, Vicki & Mark 
Hakala, Terry & Darla 
Hale, James & Mary Jean 
Hall, Katherine 
Handrich, Bill & Jeanette 
Haney, Emil & Wava 
Hansen, Jeff & Julie 
Hanson, George & Joan 
Hanson, Jeffrey & Connie 
Harder, Sarah 
Harpstead, Milo & Ruth 
Harris, Paula 
Hartman, Christine 
Harvey, Lucy & Bill 
Haukom, Allan & Wilma 
Haupert, Peter 
Havlovic, Martin 
Hedtke, Lisa 
Heller, Laura & Chris 
Helmke, Anthony & Mara 
Highsmith, Frances Jones 
Hill, Chuck 
Hinds, David 
Hollerman, Melony 
Holt, Dennis & Alana 
Hoyt, Lawrence & Eleanor 
Huffman, Vicki 
Huggett, Ariana 
Hultgren, Dennis & Mary 
Hunter, Susan 
Hutchinson, Linda 
Hutchinson, Raymond & Jane 
Idlas, Margaret 
Jaques, Norman 
Jessop, Mary 
Jilek, Tony & Ann 
Johnson, Barbara & Kurt 
Johnson, Byron & Katherine 
Johnson, Timothy 
Jost, Anne 
Kass, Michelle & Richard 
Kassie, Michael 
Kautz, Mary & Ron 
Kealiher, Rosalind & Corey 
Kelm, Violet & Gerald 
Kemmeter, Gene 

Aguilar, Amalia 
Albrecht, Arlen & Lucia 
Aldana, Otto 
Alderden, Robert & Karen 
Amstutz, Gwendolyn 
Anderson, Diane 
Angove, Arthur 
Arteaga, Saul & Rachel 
Arts, Brenda & Mike 
Atwater, Tom & Jennifer 
Aufderheide, Nancy & John 
Bablitch, Mary 
Baldus, Joseph & Barbara 
Baltz, Curtis & Kathryn 
Bancker, Edward & Penelope 
Barber, Norm 
Barberena, Eduardo 
Barberena, Omar 
Bartelt, La Vern & Karen 
Bast, Barry & Sandra 
Bates, Jessica 
Beaver, Donald & Kathleen 
Beck, Lawrence & Christine 
Becker, Pamela 
Began, Sue & Dan 
Behnke, Heather 
Belleman, Tyler 
Belling, Jim & Clarice 
Belvoir, Mary 
Benzine, Gail Ann 
Berg, Kristin 
Berger, Daniel 
Berger, Scott & Jean 
Bergman, Carole 
Berner, Ruth 
Besch, Andy 
Bessette, Joanne 
Beuthien, Gayle 
Biehl, Katherine 
Blair, Kelley & Joel 
Bloch, Barbara & David 
Blohm, Leroy & Margaret 
Bloom, Rita 
Boggs, Florence 
Bolhm, Leroy & Margaret 
Bowen, Bob & Sherin 
Boyce, Sherry 
Brandt, George 
Brautigam, Gary & Ileana 
Breitsprecher, Nancy 
Brethauer, Doug & Kate 

Our Partners 
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Kinler, Daniel 
Kirkhorn, Steven 
Klatt, Linda 
Klauber, Rosemary 
Klemp, Mary 
Klevgaard, David & Donna 
Kluz, Mary 
Knieriem, Bruce 
Knowlton, Robert 
Koble, Dan 
Koch, Constance 
Kohls, William & Janice 
Kolb, Ruth Ann 
Kopke, Gloria 
Kropp, Jeff & Ann 
Kubley, Sue Clark 
Kusnierz, Sue 
Lackore, Marie & James 
Lamprecht, Mildred 
Lane, Paul 
Lassiter, Allyson 
Laventure, Joseph & Colleen 
Lawler, Lois 
Leckel, Eric 
Lee, Dorothy & Michael 
Lefebvre, Connie 
Leighton, H. Vernon 
Lepak, Virginia 
Lewis, Sharyn 
Lichterman, Lawrence & Elizabeth 
Lichterman, Lynn 
Lorman, Barbara 
Losinski, Edward & Theresa 
Lucchese, Neil 
Lyon, Carol 
Maas, Robert 
Martin, Brad & Joanne 
Martin, David 
Mason, George 
Massnick, Carrie 
Matteson, Chris & William 
Maurer, Ellen 
McAvoy, Paul & Maureen 
McCord, Michael & Kathleen 
Medd, Rosemary 
Meeuwsen, John 
Menzel, Roy & Margaret 
Merten, Joseph & Dorothy 
Messerschmidt, Leslie & Rita 
Meunier, Richard & Kristin 
Meyer, Brian 
Meyer, Gregory & Paula 
Miller, Charles & Judi 
Miller, Eric & Molly Linn 
Miller, Eric J. 
Miller, James 
Miller, Judith 
Miner, Dan & Loretta 
Mischnick, Jerold & Nancy 
Mitchell, Sue 
Morgan, Robert 

Mounts, Kyle 
Mroczek, Martha 
Mueller, Helen 
Mueller, Mark & Lou Ann 
Muench, David 
Muench, Debra 
Muenich, Christine 
Murphy, Phyllis 
Murray, Martin & Anne 
Mutchler, Keith and Sherry 
Nandrea, Lorri 
Natali, Debbi 
Nellis, Bob & Mary 
Nelson, Rose 
Neuhauser, John  
Neuhauser, Tom & Ronda 
Neumann, William & Colleen 
New Hopestead Farms 
Niemczyk, Diane 
Nienhaus, Mary Beth 
Nodolf, Kathy 
Nolan, Donald 
Nolte, Gerald 
Numsen, Gene & Gena 
Oakland, Kathy 
O'Connell, Janna 
O'Conner, Rita Garvey 
Odell, Gerald & Katherine 
Oldenburg, Rita 
Ordens, Tom & Judy 
Ortega, Francisco Alcides 
Otis, David 
Otterson, Janice 
Overholt, Thomas & Sarah 
Owen, Cynthia 
Palmini, Dennis & Cathleen 
Paltzer, George & Donna 
Pamperin, Charles & Christine 
Parks, Patricia 
Parsons, Evans & Camille 
Paster, Dave 
Patterson, Nancy Jo 
Paxton, James & Mary 
Pies, Ellen & Torren 
Pingel, Cassie 
Pingel, Larry & Mary 
Plantiko, Kurt & Melissa 
Pollock, Stan & Leslie Foote 
Pope, Steve & Sarah 
Post, Arthur & Georgia 
Potter, Robert & Ruth 
Powers, Jody & Jeff 
Pracht, David & Wendy O‘Brien 
Pracht, Lynda 
Quintanilla, Orlando 
Radoszweski, Joe 
Raftery, Patricia 
Ragir, Robert 
Ramczyk, Sharon 
Rantala, Donald & Jeanette 
Raschke, Fred & Barbara 

Sommerfeldt, Eleanor 
Sprague, Rhonda 
Staab, Martin & Nancy 
Stanczyk, Wally 
Staniszewski, James 
Steele, John & Judy 
Stibbe, Maggie 
Still, Christine 
Stodola, Robert & Mary 
Strangstalien, Dennis & 
Suzanne 
Stratton, Terry & Judy 
Strauss, Richard & Pamela 
Streicher, Patrick 
Strong, Margaret 
Steubs, Jill & Jeffrey 
Sturm, Robert & Sandra 
Surber, Rosa 
Sutherland, Kay 
Swanson, Avalene 
Swanson, Deborah & James 
Sykes, Thomas & Susan 
Syverud, Barbara 
Tank, Stephanie 
Taschler, Arnold & Bernice 
Teska, Jerome & Katherine 
Timblin, Leanne & Rick 
Torgeson, Barb 
Treder, Paul & Frances 
Trevino, Mariana 
Trojanowski, Kelly 
Tyler, Jean 
Tylka, Haley 
Uebelher, Mark 
Usher, Hal & Barbara 
Van Schoyck-Fritschler, Judy 
Vander Bloomer, Lisa 
Voight, Martha 
Vollrath, John & Elizabeth 
Wachowiak, Cheryl & Paul 
Wagner, Michael & Melissa 
Watkins, Kelly & Alvin 
Weber, Linda 
Weidman, Lawrence 
Weiser, Lawrence & Julia 
Wilkie, Kristine 
Williams, Gary & Luann 
Williams, Joanne 
Wise, James & Linda 
Wiske, Ken 
Wiza, Brian & Amy 
Wiza, Glen & Delores 
Wolaver, Erin 
Wolensky, Robert & Molly 
Yost, Lois 
Zach, James & Susan 
Zastrow, Tanya 
Zeidler, Thomas & Ann 
Zepka, Patricia 
Zoerb, Hans & Jan 
Zvosec, Colleen & Richard  

Rassias, John & Mary 
Reddell, Gail 
Redding, Joe 
Reese, Jeffery & Karen 
Rendell,Charles & Sally 
Reynolds, Cody & Kristen 
Rice, Jayna 
Rice, Marjorie 
Richman, Edith 
Rifleman, Anne 
Roeske, Keith 
Rogers, Kathy 
Rombalski, Bernard & Nelly 
Rous, Jerry & Patti 
Rowan, David & Peggy 
Rybarik, Mary Fran 
Ryerson, J. Peter 
Saeman, Jerry & Ronny 
Sanderson, Cathy & Peter 
Sasse, Gerald & Mary 
Sawlsville, Becky & Robin 
Schaefer, David & Linda 
Schaller, William & Martha 
Schauer, Richard & Ruth 
Schlais, Hal & Mary 
Schluter, Blanche 
Schmidt, Joseph & Ann 
Schmidt, Todd & Faith 
Schneider, Joyce 
Schoessow, Dorothy 
Schroeder, Ellen 
Schuetzner, Jeffrey 
Schuh, James & Martha 
Schultz, Bridget 
Schultz, Nancy 
Scott, Abigail 
Scott, Frank & Martha 
Scully, Elizabeth 
Sepsenwol, Sol 
Sequeira, Mariana 
Seubert, Joe & Tiffany 
Shibilski, Ken & Patricia 
Shillinglaw, John & Fawn 
Shortess, Thomas & Gayle 
Sievers, Stephen & Mary Jo 
Simon, Dennis & Veronica 
Simon, Robert & Sandra 
Singler, Elizabeth 
Sivek, Dan & Tina 
Skell, Alan & Janis 
Skoglund, Linda 
Skolaski, Stan & Nancy 
Acker 
Skovbroten Jr., Allerd 
Sleik, Lisa 
Slusarski, Donald & Marilyn 
Smith, Amy 
Smith, Cynthia 
Smith, Glenn & Elizabeth 
Smith, William 
Smyth, Bernard 
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Accounting Workshop 
Adams Co HCE 
ADRA  
Alcaldia  de Boaco 
Alistar Nicaragua 
Al Johnson Trucking 
Alterra Coffee 
Altrusa, Appleton, Marshfield & Wausau 
American Airlines  
American Assoc. of University Women  
Americas Auto Shop 
American Nicaragua Foundation 
Anchor Bank 
Anderson, O’Brien, Bertz, Skrenes & Golla 
Appleton Noon Lions 
Appleton Student Organization 
Appleton Women’s Club 
Ashland Co. HCE 
Barbers Sewing Machine Shoppe 
Bayfield Co. HCE 
Ben Franklin Student Club 
Black Purl Knit Shop 
Black River Industries 
Benemerito Cuerpo de Bomberos  
Boldt Co. 
Calico Corners of Los Angeles 
Calico Capers Quilt Group 
Campus Cycle 
CARE, Int. 
Careli Tours  
Casimir Boosters 4-H Club 
Catholic Relief Services 
Central WI Reading Council 
Centro Cultural Nicaragüense 
CEPRESI 
Chippewa Co HCE 
Clintonville, City of 
Clintonville Motors 
Compañeros de las Américas, N/W 
CONAGON 
Cooperación Roberto Terán 
Cruz Roja Nicaragüense   
Dane Co HCE 
Denton Program 
Dewey Township Volunteer Fire Dept. 
DigiCopy 
Direct Relief International 
Eau Claire Noon Lions Club 
Embajada Americana in Nicaragua 
EMC Insurance 
Fabretto Children’s Foundation 
Fair Trade for All 
Ferreteria Duarte 
Fire Fighters of WI  
First Lutheran Church Women 
Funded Transportation Program 
FUNDEMUNI 
Global Health Interest Group, MCW 

Good News Fellowship Project 
Grace Lutheran Trust Account 
Green Meadow School of Basketry 
Grow It Natural 
Good Search 
Gunderson Lutheran Hospital 
Hostel Shoppe 
INPRHU 
Instituto Centroamericano de la Salud 
Ixchen 
Ixonia Lions Club 
Jefferson School, Stevens Point 
JHL Mail Marketing 
Jim Schewe Trucking 
Kewaunee Co HCE 
Klasinski Clinic 
Kwik Trip 
Lions Club, Beaver Dam 
Lions Clubs of Nicaragua D5 
Lions Clubs of Wisconsin MD27 
Madison West Side Rotary 
Marquette Café & Bar 
Marquette Co HCE 
Mayville Merry Makers 
Medford Commercial Recycling 
Medical College of Wisconsin 
Mid Wisconsin Lift Truck 
Mid-State Technical College 
Milwaukee Global Health Group 
Ministry Health Care 
Moody Trucking 
Mujeres de la Bahia  
My Angels Attic 
NASCO 
Network for Good 
New Richmond Heritage Center 
New Richmond Hospital 
New Richmond Rotary 
NICASALUD 
Nicaraguan Ministry of Health 
Nicaraguan Ministry of External Coopera-
tion 
Nicaraguan Pediatric  
North Central Technical College 
Olds Seeds Solutions, Inc 
One World, Two Wheels 
Onvoy 
Orchard Ridge United Church of Christ 
ORT Trucking 
Park Ridge Volunteer Fire Dept. 
Partners of the Americas, Inc. 
Peace United Church of Christ 
Plan, Int. 
Play it Again Sports, Appleton 
Plover River Farms 
Pollos Estrella   
Portage Co HCE 
Portage Co Literacy Council 
Prairie Starr Quilters Guild 

Collaborators, Sponsoring Organizations and Corporate Sponsors 

Ray O Vac 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Rotarios Internacionales  
Rotarios de Carazo   
Sacred Heart Congregation 
St. Helena Cyclery 
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Wausau 
St Michaels Hospital, Stevens Point 
St. Thomas Moore Congregation 
San Juan del Sur  Biblioteca Movil 
Save the Children 
Self Help International 
Sharp Foundation 
Sisters of St. Joseph, St Point 
Southern WI Interp.& Translation Services 
Stevens Point, City of 
Stevens Point Junior Womens 
Stevens Point Noon Lions 
Stevens Point Retired Teachers 
Stevens Point Fire Dept 
Stevens Point Rotary 
Stevens Point YMCA 
Still Designs 
Subway, Stevens Point 
Sugar River Garden Club 
Terra Experience 
The Print Shop 
Third World Jubilee 
Trinity Lutheran Women, St Point 
Union Star Cheese Factory 
U.S. Peace Corps Volunteers 
US Oil 
U.S. State Department 
U.S. Agency for International Development 
Universidad Agraria de Nicaragua  
University of Wisconsin - River Falls 
University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point 
University of Wisconsin - Extension 
Vans Flooring 
Women’s Community, Inc., Wausau 
West Emmanuel WELCA  
Whitehall Volunteer Fire Dept. 
Wilson Middle School, Appleton 
WI Assoc for Home & Community Ed.  
WI National Guard 
Wisconsin State Firefighters Association 
WI Ch. of the Am. Academy of Pediatrics 
World Relief 
Worzalla Publishing Co. 
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1.  Appleton - Chinandega 
2.  Beloit - Masaya 
3.  Bayfield - San Juan del Norte 
4. Clintonville - Boaco 
5.  Eau Claire - Diriamba 
6.  Fort Atkinson - Puerto Cabezas 
7.  Hartford/West Bend - Matagalpa 
8.  Janesville - León 
9.   Madison - Managua 
10. New Berlin - Jinotega 
11. Racine - Bluefields 
12. River Falls/Hudson - Ocotal 
13. Sparta - Barrio Schick 
14. Stevens Point - Estelí 
15. Waukesha - Granada 
16. Wauwatosa - Rivas 
17. Whitehall - Acoyapa 
18. Evansville - Jinotepe 
19. New Richmond/Somerset - Somoto 
20. Milwaukee - Juigalpa 

 

Mission Statement 
Wisconsin/Nicaragua Partners of the Americas, Inc. is a not-for-profit, non-political 
organization working to enhance quality of life in both Wisconsin and Nicaragua, by 
people-to-people programs promoting cultural awareness and sustainable development. 

 
Wisconsin/Nicaragua Partners of the Americas, Inc. 
Room 129, Nelson Hall, UWSP 
Stevens Point, WI  54481 
 

  715-346-4702 (office) 
715-346-4703 (fax) 
wnp@uwsp.edu 
http://wnp.uwsp.edu 

“WORKING TOGETHER, 
 WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE.” 

W/NP has a unique network of Partner Cities, founded by our organization with the 
first Partner City relationship begun by Hugh Highsmith in 1973 that linked his  
community of Fort Atkinson  with Puerto Cabezas.   Since then many other cities  have 
joined the network under the umbrella of the Partnership.  This structure provides 
grassroots opportunities for people-to-people activities at the local level.    


